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THE HYKSOS IN EGYPT. 

By Professor A. H. Sayce, LL.D., 
Oxford University, Oxford, Eng. 

Little by little the gaps in the ancient history of Egypt are 
being filled up. Ever since Mariette set himself the task of 
restoring the past history of the country by means of excava- 
tion, progress has been constant and steady. Within the last 
half-dozen years the earlier portion of it, which seemed lost 
forever, has been recovered from the grave of centuries, and Pro- 
fessor Petrie is fully justified in maintaining that we now know 
more about the art and life of the Egyptians of the first two 
dynasties than we do about that of their successors a thousand 
years later. Even the prehistoric past of Egypt has been 
revealed to us, and our museums are being filled with the relics 
of an age which was as far distant from that of Menes as the age 
of Menes is distant from our own. 

The progress of discovery has vindicated the credit of the 
Egyptian historian Manetho. Unfortunately fragments only of 
Manetho's work have survived to us, but in spite of the corrupt 
condition in which they have reached us, they have been abun- 
dantly verified by monumental research. It is clear that Man- 
etho has reproduced his materials correctly, and it is also clear 
that his materials were plentiful and exact. Indeed, one of the 
most surprising results of recent discovery is the fact that kings 
and events which but a few years ago were pronounced "mythi- 
cal" and "fabulous," turn out, not only to be historical, but to 
belong to an Egypt which was already in an advanced stage of 
civilization. The Egypt of Menes, the founder of the united 
monarchy and of its first dynasty, was quite as cultured as the 
Egypt of the pyramid-builders. Even the hieroglyphic system 
of writing was as fully developed, and a running hand had 
already been formed out of it. 

This, however, was not all. As in Babylonia, so too in 
Egypt, an exact register of time was already kept. There was 
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an official chronology which so exactly resembles that of Baby- 
lonia as to make me believe that it was borrowed from the latter. 
The years were named after the principal event or events that 
characterized them, and at the end of each reign the death of 
the king and the accession of his successor were recorded, the 
length of the reign being given in years and months. The 
monuments of an early Pharaoh, who was probably one of the 
predecessors of Menes in Upper Egypt, which were found by Mr. 
Quibell at Hierakonpolis, opposite El-Kab, were the first to dis- 
close this system of dating, as was pointed out by me at the 
time. Since then ivory plaques, discovered by Professor Petrie 
at Abydos, have shown that the same system prevailed in the 
days of the First and Second Dynasties ; and now Dr. Schafer, 
with the aid of Dr. Borchardt and Professor Sethe, has proved 
that a broken stone at Palermo contains the official annals of 
Egypt, year by year, prior to the end of the Fifth Dynasty, at 
which time the inscription was compiled. Even the annual 
height of the Nile seems to have been recorded upon it in cubits, 
spans, and fingers. It can therefore no longer be asserted that 
the Egyptians were, like the Hindus, devoid of the historical 
sense, or that they possessed no fixed chronology. The frag- 
ments of the famous Turin Papyrus assume a new importance, as 
also do the Manethonian lists of kings. The supposition that 
any of the dynasties of Manetho are contemporaneous can never 
be entertained again. 

The gap which existed in our knowledge of the beginnings of 
Egyptian history has thus been filled up. There still remain 
two others. One represents the period from the fall of the Sixth 
Dynasty to the commencement of the Eleventh, of which we 
still know but little ; the other represents the age of the Hyksos, 
comprising the Fifteenth, Sixteenth, and Seventeenth Dynasties. 
For our defective knowledge of the latter there is a good reason. 
The Hyksos were foreign conquerors ; they were hated by their 
native subjects, and after their expulsion every effort was natu- 
rally made to destroy their monuments and to efface the memory 
of their rule. Their religious center, Heliopolis, moreover, has 
yielded little to the excavator. It is too near Cairo, and its 
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buildings and monuments have been burned into lime or cut 
into building-stones for the houses of the modern capital of 
Egypt. 

Nevertheless the history of the period of the Hyksos princes 
is no longer the blank it was a few years ago. Little by little 
it is being pieced together, and the time has now come when it 
is possible to sketch the outlines of it. Once more Manetho has 
been proved to be a trustworthy guide, and, thanks to Josephus, 
we have a long extract from his work relating to the period in 
question. Josephus identified the Hyksos with his own people, 
and it is to this fortunate mistake that we owe the preservation 
of Manetho's account. 

Manetho tells us that the Hyksos or Shepherd kings invaded 
Egypt from the east, overrunning the land, burning the cities, 
and destroying their temples. At last one of them, named Salatis, 
was made king. He established his capital at Memphis, whence 
he governed the whole country, both Upper and Lower Egypt, 
exacting taxes from its inhabitants and setting up garrisons to 
overawe them. He also fortified the eastern frontier of his 
kingdom, through fear of " the Assyrians who were then growing 
in power." Salatis was followed by three dynasties of Hyksos 
kings, who are called Phoenicians in the chronological lists, and 
the last of whom were contemporaneous with a line of native 
Pharaohs at Thebes. 

It was not long before the Hyksos Pharaohs became Egyp- 
tian in all but race and religion. They adopted the language 
and customs of their subjects, and there was little to distinguish 
their court from that of the native monarchs. Like the Copts 
under the Mohammedans, the native Egyptians continued to 
form the bureaucracy which really administered the govern- 
ment ; the army alone seems to have been kept in foreign hands. 
The Hyksos Baal was identified with Ra, the sun-god of Heli- 
opolis, and, as we learn from the monuments, the Pharaoh added 
an Egyptian name to his own non-Egyptian one. 

Mariette found the name of one of the Hyksos kings on 
monuments which he disinterred at San, the Zoan of the Old 
Testament. The monuments are of a peculiar character, among 
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them being sphinxes with human faces of a very remarkable 
type, in which the discoverer saw the features and workmanship 
of the Hyksos themselves. It is now, however, generally held 
that this conclusion is incorrect, the monuments being older 
ones which were usurped by the Hyksos kings, and really repre- 
senting the art and physical characteristics of the half-Semitic 
population in the northeastern part of the delta. It is even 
questionable whether Zoan was the Hyksos capital, as Mariette 
assumed. That it was so rests upon de Rouge's identification 
of it with the Hyksos stronghold Avaris, the Ha-uar of the 
the hieroglyphic texts. But, according to Manetho, Memphis, 
and not Zoan, was the capital of Salatis, Avaris being merely a 
great fortified camp, surrounded by walls like those which still 
exist at El-Kab in Upper Egypt, while it seems strange, if 
Ha-uar was only the sacred name of Zoan, that Ha-uar should 
be named to the exclusion of Zoan in the monumental refer- 
ences to the war against the Hyksos. 

Since Mariette's discoveries at San, other memorials of the 
Hyksos Pharaohs have been met with elsewhere. We know of 
three who bore the name of Apophis. One of them, with the 
Egyptian surname of Ra-aa-kenen, dedicated altars and statues 
at Zoan ; another, whose Egyptian name was Ra-aa-user, has 
left a monument of himself as far south as Gebelen, between 
Luxor and Esna. A treatise on mathematics, a copy of which 
has come down to us, was written in the twenty-third year of his 
reign. The third has only lately become known to us through 
the occurrence of his two names, Hyksos and Egyptian, on a 
silver-hilted bronze dagger found in the tomb of a certain Abdu 
at Saqqara. Another important Hyksos Pharaoh was Khian or 
Khayyan, the Iannas of Manetho, the lower part of whose black 
granite statue, discovered by Dr. Naville at Bubastis, is now in 
the British Museum. Khian's empire extended far beyond the 
limits of Egypt. A lion bearing his name has been found in 
Babylonia, and the lid of an alabaster vase, with his cartouches 
upon it, has been disinterred by Dr. Evans among the founda- 
tions of the palace of Knossos in Krete. 

It is from scarabs, however, that our knowledge of the names 



THE HYKSOS IN EGYPT 3 5 1 

of the Hyksos rulers has chiefly been derived. Most of the 
scarabs come from Tel el-Yahudiya, north of Heliopolis, where 
there must have been an important Hyksos settlement which it 
would be well worth while to explore. But they are also met 
with in other parts of Egypt, both Upper and Lower, indicating 
the complete subjugation of the country to Hyksos rule. One 
of the commonest names is that of Shesha, which, as I was the 
first to show, is the Assis of Manetho. Another, almost as com- 
mon, is Jacob-el, a name which raises more than one question of 
interest to the student of the Old Testament. 1 Besides the 
names of Pharaohs we find also those of "princes of the eastern 
mountain-lands," hiqu khastu, which, Mr. Griffith suggests, may 
be the origin of the term Hyk-sos, or Hykussos itself. Among 
these desert "princes" is a Khian, usually identified with the 
Pharaoh of that name. This, however, seems to me doubtful, 
and I should prefer to see in the "hiqu khastu" the Hyksos 
leaders of the beginning of the Fifteenth Dynasty before they 
had assumed the titles of the native Pharaohs. As there was 
more than one Apophis, there might well have been more than 
one Khian. The title of the Pharaoh would have followed the 
adoption of an Egyptian name. 

The Hyksos names are all Semitic, and, what is more, west- 
Semitic. They point to Canaan as the land from which the 
bearers of them had come. Khian is the Syrian Khay-anu men- 
tioned in the Assyrian inscriptions. Shesha is the Sheshai of 
Judg. I : 10, while Jacob-el carries its origin upon its face. The 
Hyksos names found on the scarabs are equally west-Semitic : 
Raba, Ikibu and Ikib-el, 'A(m)mu, 'Anat-el, 'Abdu. Apophis, 
indeed, is Babylonian rather than Canaanitish : Apupu is already 
found on a monument of the early Babylonian king Manistusu, 
and Professor Zimmern may be right in believing that the Egyp- 
tian serpent of evil, Apophis, derived its name from the Babylo- 

*My reading of Y-i-q-b-h-1 as Jacob-el, which was disputed, has now been 
proved by the names of 'Anat-el and Ikib-el, where the el is written in the same way. 
Ikib-el (I-k-b-h-1) was a Pharaoh ; 'Anat-el (A-n-t-h-1), whose name is found on a 
scarab procured by Mr. Fraser from Tel el-Yahudtya, was a hiq khastu. Another hiq 
khastu on a scarab from Tel el-Yahudiya belonging to Mr. Fraser is Semgan, which 
Professor Maspero proposes to identify with Simeon. 
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nian apupu or abubu, "the deluge." Apart from Apophis, 
however, Hyksos nomenclature is Canaanitish, and Manetho was 
fully justified in calling the Hyksos dynasties Phoenician. 

But the names are not only west-Semitic, they also belong to 
a particular class. The fact has never been noticed before, but 
it is a fact of considerable historical importance. They are 
names which characterize a particular age in the history of west- 
ern Asia. We find them again in the Babylonian contracts of the 
time of Hammurabi, the Amraphel of the book of Genesis. Here, 
too, they are the names of western Semites, who were settled in 
Babylonia. Jacob-el, written exactly as it is in the hieroglyphics 
(Y'aqub-'il), is prominent among them ; so too is Ikibu, as well 
as Sakti, which appears both on the scarabs and also in the con- 
tracts, where it is once described as the name of a Sutu or Bedawi. 2 
Indeed.it is possible that in Ikibu we have a transliteration of a 
cuneiform original. If, as has been supposed, Ikib-il is a Baby- 
lonian attempt at pronouncing Ya'qub-el, with the omission of 
'ayin and the substitution of k for q, the hieroglyphic Ikibu and 
Ikib-'il will be taken, not from the actual west-Semitic pronun- 
ciation of the name, but from the Babylonian spelling of it. 
They will thus be even better witnesses for close intercourse 
between Babylonia and the Egypt of the Hyksos than the lion 
of Khian. Ikibu is a shortened form of Ikib-il, as Jacob is of 
Jacob-el; and, like Jacob-el, is met with in the Babylonian con- 
tracts of the Hammurabi epoch. The scarabs offer other short- 
ened forms of Hyksos names ; thus we have Ya' for Ya'qub 
(Jacob), Khia for Khian, and 'Am(mu) for 'Ammu-rabi, 'Ammu- 
zadoq, or something similar. 

The Hyksos names are thus not only an evidence of contact 
between Egypt and Babylonia, they are also characteristic of a 
particular period in the history of west-Semitic nomenclature, 
and that period is the age of Hammurabi, the contemporary of 
Abraham. The Babylonian chronology would make it extend 
from 2400 B. C. to 2100 B. C. The question of the date of the 
Hyksos conquest of Egypt is accordingly settled, and Manetho 
is once more proved right. He is right also in his statement 

'B. 88-5-12, 158, Obv. 7; 88-5-12, 223, Obv. 7. 
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hat Salatis fortified the eastern frontier of Egypt against " the 
Assyrians, who were then growing in power." By the " Assyri- 
ans" the Greek writers from Herodotus downward meant the 
Babylonians, and we now know that the Babylonian kings of 
Hammurabi's dynasty ruled as far as the borders of Egypt. 
Hammurabi himself is entitled " king of the land of the Amor- 
ites " — that is to say, "of Syria and Canaan" — and nothing 
else, on a monument dedicated to him by a west-Semitic official. 
It was not until after the fall of the dynasty that Babylonia 
ceased to be supreme in Canaan — again in harmony with 
Manetho, who tells us that when the Hyksos were expelled from 
Egypt, so far from finding Babylonian enemies in their path, 
they retired unmolested into Palestine and there founded the city 
of Jerusalem. In the Tell el-Amarna tablets Jerusalem already 
appears under the name of Uru-Salim and as a city of consider- 
able importance. 

As might be expected, traces of contact with Egypt are to be 
found in Babylonia. A contract of the time of Hammurabi, 
belonging to Lord Amherst of Hackney, one of the contracting 
parties in which bears the Egyptian name of Tetunu, is counter- 
marked with the Egyptian hieroglyphic nefer, "all right." On 
a seal-cylinder published by Dr. Scheil 3 the Babylonian Ili-su- 
bani calls himself the servant of the god Anupum or Anubis, 
and in the Hammurabi contracts we meet with the name of Abi- 
Khar, "my father is Horus." The god Khar occurs more than 
once in the documents of the period. 4 Like the Egyptian 
Pharaohs, Hammurabi and his successors were deified during 
their lifetime, and the personal name Hammurabi-Samsi, 
" Hammurabi is the sun-god," which is found in a contract, 5 
reminds us that the kings of Egypt also were incarnations of the 
same deity. 

* Recueil de travaux, etc., xix, I, 2. No. 7. 

4 1 believe that the Egyptian Ra, under the form of Rakh, is also to be detected 
in the west-Semitic names of the Hammurabi period. Thus we have Zimre' -Rakh in 
a document dated in the reign of Ammi-ditana (B. 91-5-9, 768, 11), and Abdi-Rakh, 
who was a magistrate at Sippara in the time of Sin-muballidh (B. 88-5-12, 3, 10). 
The latter name is written Abdi-a-Rakh in B. 88-5-12, 14, 14, where the a must be 
the prothetic vowel. 

SB. 91-5-9,44, 3. 
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It was the sun-god of Heliopolis whom the Hyksos conquer- 
ors identified with their own supreme Baal. Numberless scarabs 
commemorate him, calling him " the living one," " the good," 
" the creator," " the lord of the two lands," " the king of Upper 
and Lower Egypt," and the like. A favorite inscription is 
" sun-god of the sun-god," the sun-god, that is to say, who is 
begotten by himself. At times 'An, the Babylonian Anu, seems 
to take the place of the Egyptian Ra ; mote often the name of 
the god is replaced by ran, " the name." This too is in accord- 
ance with the custom of the Hammurabi period ; the Babylonian 
contracts of that age are filled with proper names compounded 
with Sumu, "the Name." The dynasty itself looked back upon 
Sumu or Samu, the biblical Shem, as its ancestral god, and its 
founder was ever called Sumu-abi, " Sumu is my father." 

Shem, it will be remembered, was the father not only of the 
west-Semites, but also of the Joktarites of southern Arabia. In 
fact, it is not easy to distinguish between western Semites and 
southern Arabians in the second millennium before our era. 
Their names have a common stamp, and it is still a question 
whether the dynasty to which Hammurabi belonged came from 
Canaan or Arabia. In any case it is probable that the same wave of 
migration which brought the dynasty into Babylonia also carried 
the Hyksos invaders into Egypt. With the weakening of its empire 
in the West came the strengthening of the Hyksos kings. 
Hyksos influence took the place of Babylonian influence in 
Canaan, and eventually Khian made his power felt even in 
Babylonia. But this must have been after the fall of the dynasty 
of Hammurabi. 

For the student of the Old Testament the period of the 
Hyksos has a special interest. It was while they were reigning 
that the patriarchs entered Egypt and that the Israelites settled 
in Goshen. Joseph was the viceroy of a Hyksos Pharaoh and, 
like his master, received an Egyptian name in addition to his own 
west-Semitic one. Before he died, however, the war of indepen- 
dence must have broken out which ended in the expulsion of the 
foreigner and the victory of the princes of Thebes. It is sig- 
nificant that while the body of Jacob was carried to Hebron with 
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all the pomp and power of the Egyptian government, Joseph's 
own mummy was entombed in Egypt. Was it that Canaan 
feared the Hyksos king no longer, and that the soldiers who 
once escorted the body of the patriarch through the desert were 
needed at home against a nearer foe ? 
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